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Od made man upright. By man we are ko under- 
AI ftand our firk parents, the archetypal pair, the root 
of mankind, This man was made right, (agreeably to 
ehe nature of God, whoſe work is perteQ,) without any 
imperfection, corruption, or principal of corruption in 
his body or ſoul. He was, made upright, that is, ſtraight, 
with the will and law of God, without any irregularity 
in his ſoul, God made him thus; he did not firſt make 
him, and then make him righteous : but in the very 
making of him he made him righteous ; righteouſneſs 
was cancreated with him. With the ſame breath that 
God breathed in him a living ſoul, he breathed in him 
a righteous ſoul, _ ; 3 3 TY 
This righteouſneſs. was the conformity of all the fa- 
culties and powers of his ſoul to the moral law ; which 
implied three things - . 
1 b irſt, his underſtanding was a lamp of light. He was 
made after God's image, and conſequently could not 
want knowledge, which is a part thereof, And a per- 
fect knowledge of the law was neceſſary to fit him for 
univerſal ee ſeeing no obedience can be accord- 
ing to the law, unleſs it proceed from 4 fenſe of the 
command of God requiring it. It is true, Adam had 
not the law writ on tables of ſtone: but it was written 


- 


upon his mind. God impreſt it upon his ſoul, and made 


kim a law to himſelf, as the remains of it even among 
the heathens tettify. And ſeeing man was made to be 
the mouth of the creation, to glorify God in his works, 


*we have ground to behieve, he had an exquiſite know- 


ledge of the works of God, We have a 2550 of this 
in his giving names to the beaſts of the field, and the 
fowls of the air, and theſe fuch as expreſs their nature. 
Whatſob er Adam called every living thing, that was 


the name thereof. And the dominion which God gave 


. kun 
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him over the creatures, ſoberly ta uſe them accordin 
to his will, (ill in ſubordination to the will of God, ) 
implies a knowledge of their natures. | 
Secondly, His will lay firaight with zhe will of God. 
There was no corruption in bis will, no bent or inclina- 
tion to evil ; for. that is fin .properly.ſo called; and 
therefore inconſiſtent with that uprightneſs, with which 
it is expreſsly ſaid he was endued at his creation. The 
will of man was then naturally inclined to God and 
goodneſs, tho? mutably. It was diſpoſed by its original 
make, to follow the Creator's will, as the ſhadow does 
the body. It was not left in an equal-balance to good 
and evil; for then he had not been upright, or con- 
formable to the law; which no more can allow the 
creature, not to be inclined to God as his end, any more 
than it can allow man to be a'god to himſelf. 
.. Thirdly, His affections were regular, pure, and holy. 
All his paſſions, yea all his ſenſitive motions and incli- 
nations, were ſubordinate to his reaſon and will, which 
lay ſtraight with the will of God. They were all there- 
fore pure from all defilement, free from all diforder or 
diſtemper; becauſe in all their motions they were duly 
ſubje cted to his clear reaſon and his holy will. He bad 
alſo an executive power anfwefable to his will: a power 
40 do the good which he knew ſhould be done, and 
which he inclined to do; even to fulfil the whole la of 
God. If it had not been ſo, God would not have re- 
quired perfect obedience of him. For to ſay, that The 
Lord gathereth where he hath not ftrewed, is but the blaſ- 
phemy of a flothful fern.. 
em what. ha deen a maybe gathered, that 
man's [A Sa righteouſneſs was univerſal and natural, 
„ bath nin alt acorn 
+ Ju Cf was, univerſal, both with reſpec to the ſubje of 
it, the whole, man, and the object of it, the whole law, 
it was diffuſed thro' the, whole man; it was a bleſſed 
leaven that leavened the whole Jump, Man was then 
holy in ſoul, body, and ſpirit: while the, ſoul remained 
_untainted, the members of the body were conſecrated 
veſſels, and inſtruments of righteouſneſs. ;,A combat 
between reaſon and appetite, nay the leaſt jnclination 
to fin, ,was utterly inconſiſtent with this, uprightneſs in 
which man was created ; and has been WIRE 09.991 
8 the 
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the corruption of man's nature, and to obſcure the grace 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. And as this righteouſneſs ſpread 
through the whole man, ſo it reſpected the whole law. 
There was nothing in the law, but what was agreeable 
to his reaſon and will. His ſoul was ſhapen out, in 
length and breadth, to the commandment, tho? exceed- 
ing broad: ſo that his original righteoaſneſs was not 
oaly perfect 1 in parts, but in degrees. | 

2. As it was univerſal, ſo it was natural to him. 
He was created with it. And it was neceflary to the 
perfection of man as he came outof the hand of God: 
neceſſary to conſtitute him in a ſtate of integrity. Vet, 

3. It was mutable. It was a righteouſneſs which 
might be loſt, as appears from the ſad event. His will 
Was not indifferent to good and evil: God ſet it towards 
good only, yet did not ſofix it, that it could notalter; 
it was moveable to evil; but by man himſelf only. 

Thus was man made «originally righteous, being cre- 
ated in God's own image, Gen. 1. 27, which conſiſts in 
knowledge, rige eſs, and holineſs, Col. iii. 10. 
Eph. iv. 24. All that God made was very good, 
according to their ſeveral natures,” Gen. i. 31. And 
, ſo man was morally good, being made after the 1 image 
of him who is good and upright,” Pfal. xxv. 8. With- 
out this, he could not have anſwered the end of his-cre- 
ation, which was to know, love, and. ſerve his God. 
Nay, he could not be created otherwiſe. For he: muſt 
either have been conformable to the law in his powers, 

principles, and inclinations, or not. If he were, he was 
- Tighteous: if not, he was a ſinner, which 1 is abſurd and 
horrible to imagine- 

And as man was holy, Pg WED happy. He was full 
of peace as well as of love. And he was the favourite of 
Heaven. He bore the image of God, who cannot but 
love his own image. While he was alone in the world, 
he was not alone; for he had free full communion with 
God. As yet there was nothing to turn away the face 
of God from the work of his own hands: ſeems fin 
| . not as yet. enterkd, which alone could make che 
breach. 
Hie was alſo Lord of the world, Univerſal Emperor 
of the whole earth. His Creator gave him «*dominio 
over the fiſh of the ſpa, the fowl of the air, and Fang | 
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thing that moveth on the earth.“ He y was God's De- 
puty-Governor in the Lower world: and this his domi- 
nion was an image of God's ſovereignty. Thus was 
-man ** crowned with glory and honour, having all 
things put under his feet.? 
Again: As he had trapquility inhis own breaſt, ſo he 
had a perfect calm without. His heart had nothing to 
reproach him with, and without, there was. nothing to 
annoy him. His beautiful body was not capable of in- 
Juries from the air. It was liable to no diſeaſes or pains : 
and though he was not to live idle, yet toil, wearineſs, 
and ſweat of the brows, was not known in this Rate. 
Laſtly, He was immortal. He would never have 


in caſe of ſin. The perfect conſtitution of his body, 
which came out of God's hand very good, and the 
- righteouſneſs of his ſoul, removed all inward cauſes of 
death. And God's. necial care of his innocent creature 
ſecured him againſt outward violence. Such were the 
holineſs and the happineſs of man in his original ſtate. 

| But there is now a ſad alteration in our nature. It is 
now entirely, corrupted... Where at firſt there was no- 
evil, there is now nothing goons 1 ſhall, 

Firſt, prove this.: 


parts. L- 6 


Thirdly, Shew how 1 man's nature comes to * thus 
corrupted. 


Experience and n that man's nature is cor - 
rupted. 80 IR TE 
I. For proof from God's Word, let 1 f 
1. How it takes particular notice of fallen Adam's 
communicating his image to his poſterity,, Gen. v. 3, 


image.” Compare this with ver. 1, © In the day that 
God created man, in the image of God made he him.” 
Behold here, how the image after which man was made, 
and the image after which he is begotten. is. oppoſed. 
Man was made in the likeneſs, of God; a holy y and 
; righteous God made a holy and righteous creature: but 
fallen Adam begat a ſon, not in the likeneſs'of God, 
but in his own likeneſs; corrupt, ſinful Adam begat a 
corrupt, 


died if he had not ſinned. Death was threatened only 


Secondly, Repreſent this corruption in its Trent 


Eirſt, I hall prove both by God's. Word, Fe by men 8. 


Adam begat a ſon in his own likeneſs, after his 
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clean? How could our immediate parents be clean? 
Or how ſhall our children be ſo? The uncleannets here 
mentioned is a finfnl] uncleagneſs ; for it is ſuch as makes 
5 man's days full of trouble. And it is natural being de- 

rived from unclean parents. © How can he be clean 
_ that is born of a woman? God can bring a clean thing 
5 out of an unclean ; ” and did fo in the cafe of the Man, 
1 "Chriſt but no other can. Every perſon then who is 
born according to the courſe. of nature, is born unclean 
if the root be corrupt ſo are the branches. Neither is 
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9 the matter mended, tho” the parents, be holy. For they 
: are ſuch by grace, not by nature: and they beget their 
4 children as men, not as holy men:  wherefore as the 
1 circumeiſed parent begets an uncircumciſed child, {6 the 
3 „ holieſt parents beget unholy children, and cannot com- 
1 municate their A700 them as they do their natüre. 

q 3, Hear our Lord's determination of the point, John 


e 22e & wi 3.61 » „ <A> 32 e 1 
Au. 6, That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh.” Be- 
J -, hold, the corfuption of all mankind ; all are fleſh, It 
YAY. he does not mean, all are frail, (tho that is a ſad truth too: 


yea, and our natural frailty is an evidence of our naju- | 
ral corrruption:) but, all aue corrupt and finful, and 
.; that, naturally. Hence; our Lord argues, that becapſe 
they are fleſh, therefore they muſt be born again, or {| 
they cannot enter into thekingdomof God,” ver. 3. 5. | 
And as the corruption of our nature evidences the | 
abfolute neceſſit) of regeneration, ſo the neceſſity of re- 
„generation proves the Eerrpppon of our nature, For 
hy ſhould a man need. a ſecond, birth, if his nature 
were not fuined in the firſt birth? Even infants muſt | 
be horn again; for this rule admits of no exception, 
\ | TOY N 424 | 
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And therefore they were circuniciſed under. the Old 
Teſtament ; as having the body of the fins of the fteſh 
| (which is cohveyed to them by natural generation) the 
whole old man, to put off. Col. ii. 11. And now, by 
the appointment of Chriſt, they are to be baptized ; 
which ſhews they are unclean, and that there is no ſal- 
vation for them, but by the <vaſhing of regeneration, and 
n, x TT ITLTTS 
4. We are by nature children of wrath. We are worthy 
of, and liable to the wrath of God: and that by nature: 
and therefore doubileſs we are by nature ſinful creatures. 
We are condemned before we have done goed or evil; 
under the curſe before we know what it is. Put avill a 
llen roar in the fereſft while he hath no prey ? Will a holy 
and juſt God roar in his wrath againſt man, if he be 
not by his fin made a prey for wrath ? No, he will not, 
he cannot. We conclude then, that according to the 
Word of God, man's nature is a corrupt nature. 
II. If we conſult Experience, and obſerve the caſe of 
the world, in the things that are obvious to any perſon, 
wie ſhall by its fruits eaſily diſcover the root of bitter- 
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neſs. I ſhall inſtance but in a few. | 
1. Who ſees not a flood of miſeries overflowing the 
world? Every one at home and abroad, in city and 
country, in palaces and cottages,” is groaning under 
ſome , unpleafing circumſtance or other. Some are op- 
preſt with poverty or want, ſome chaſtened with pain 
or ſiekneſs: fome are lamenting their loſſes; none is 
without-a croſs of one ſort or another. No man's con- 
dition is ſo ſoft, but there is ſome thorn of uneaſineſs 1 
in- it. And at length, death, the wages of fin, comes 
and ſweeps all away. Now what but fin has opened the 
fluice? There is not a complaint or ſigh heard in the 
world, or a tear that falls from our eye, but it is an 
evidence, that man is fallen as a ſtar from heaven. For 
God diſtributeth ſorrows in his anger,” Job. xxi. 17. 
This is a plain proof of the corruption of nature: for- 
aſmuch as thoſe who have not actually finned, have their 
| ſhare of theſe ſorrows; yea, and draw their firſt breath 
weeping. There are alſo graves of the fmalleſt as well 
as of the largeſt ſize: and there are never wanting ſame 
in the world, who like Rachel, are avceping for their 
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children, becauſe they are not, 
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2. "How early does this corruption of nature appear? 
It is ſoon diſéerned, which way the bias of the heart 
lies. Do not the children of fallen Adam, before they 
can go alone, follow their father's footſteps? What 
pride, ambition, curioſity, vanity, wilfulneſs, and averſe- 
neſs to good appear in them? And when they creep 
out of in fancy, there is a 'neceffity of uſing the rod of 
correction, to drive away the fooliſoneſi tbut is bound in 
their heart. 18 21 22 ( BEE - 44S 0SS16%71 


* 


3. Take à view of the outbreakings of ſin in the 


world. | The wicktane/s of nan is yet great in the earth. 


Behold the bitter fruits of corrupt nature! By fearing, 


and lying, and killing,” and ſtealing, and committing adultery, 
they break out (like the breaking forth of waters) 4 
blood touches Blobd. The world is filled with all manner 
of filthineſs, 'wickednefs, and impiety. And whente is 
this deluge of ſin on the earth, but from the breaking 
of the fountains of the great deep, the heart of man, 
out of ' which proceed adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetouſneſs, wiekedneſs. Ye may, it may be, 
thank God, that ye are not in theſe fefpects, like other 
men. And you have feaſon; for the corruption of nature 
is the very ſame in you as in them. 
4, Caſt 'Four' eye upon thoſe terrible convulſions the 
world is thrown into by the wickedneſs of men. Lions 
prey not on lions, nor wolves: on wolves; but men 


bite and devoùr one another. Upon bow ſlight otca- 


fions will men ſheath their Twords in one another's 
bowels : Since Cain ſhed Abel's blood, che world has 
been turned into a'flaushter-houfe. And the'chafe has. 
been continued ever fince Nimrod began his hunting; 
as on the earth ſo in the ſeas, the greater ſtill devouring 
the leſſer- NW] when” we ſee the world in fuch a fer- 
ment, every one ſtabbing another with words or fwords : 
"thefe violent heats among the ſons of Adam, fpeak the 
whole body to be diſtempered; the whole head to be ſict, 
"and the 'avhole heart fahnt.” #1 


g. Conſider the neceſſity of human laws, fenced with 
terrors and ſeverities. Man was made for ſociety; and 
"God himfelf faid when he created him, it was not good 
for kim to be Alone. Vet the caſe is ſuch now, thät in 


re he mut be hedged in with thorns. And that 
Tro 


om hence we may the better diſcern the corruption of 
nts N | ; wan's 
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man's nature, conſider, 1. Every man naturally foves to 
"| be at full liberty himſelf: and were he to follow his 
W inclination, would vote himſelf out of, the reach of all 


[=o laws, divine and human: yet, 2. No man would will- 
| ingly adventare to live in a lawleſs ſociety : and there- 
|| fore even pirates and robbers have laws among them- 
| # ſelves. - Thus men ſneſvy they are conſcious of the cop, 
| ruption of nature, not daring. to truſt oneanother. but 


upon ſecurity. 3. How dangerous. ſoever it is to break 
through the hedgel yet many will do it daily. They 
will not ſacrifice their eonſoience and credit, but for the 
1 pleaſure of a few moments, lay themſelves open te a 
| Violent death, by the laws of the land wherein they 
live. 4. Laws are often made to yield to man's luſts, 
Hometimes whole ſocieties break off the fetters, and the 
voice of laws cannot be heard for the noiſe of arms. 
And ſeldom there is a time, wherein there are not ſome 
Perſons. ſo great and daring; that the laws dare not look 
them in the face, 5. Obſerve even the Iſraelites, ſe 
parated to God from all the nations of the earth. Yet ; 
what horrible-confuftons were among them, when there 
was no King in Hſracl? How hard was it to reform 
them, when they had the beſt Magiſtrates? And how 
quickly did tbey turn aſide again, when they had wick- 
ed Rulers ?: -4t. ſeems. one grand deſign of. that ſacred 
hiſtory, was to diſcover.the-corruption-of man's nature. 
56. Conhider the remains! of natural corruption even 
in them who. believe. Though grace has entered, cor 
ruption is not expelled; they find it with them at all 
times and in all places. If a man have an ill neigh- 
bour, he may remove: but ſhould he go into a wilder- 
neſs, or pitch his tent on a remote rock in the ſea, there — 
it will be with him. I need not ſtand to prove fo clear 
Aa point. But conſider theſe few . things On this head, 4 
1. If it be thus in the green tree, how, muſt it be 
in the dry? Does ſo: much of the old remain even in 
thoſe who have received a new nature? How great then 
muſt that corruption be in thoſe, where it is unmixed 
With renewing grace] 2. Though natural corruption 45 
no burthen to a natural man, is he therefore free from 
it e. No, no. Only he is dead, and feels not the ſink- 
ing weight. Many a groan is heard from a ſick- Bed, 
but never one from a grave. 3. The dad an re! 5 
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o JT whe old nature: he ſtrives to ſtarve it; yet it remains. 
is 4 Now muſt it ſpread and ſtrengthen itſelf in the ſoul, 
It J where it is not ſtarved, but fed, as in unbelievers? If 
the garden of the diligent find him full work, in 
- Cutting off and rooting up, ſurely that of the ſluggard 
- l muſt needs be all grown over with thorns. 11 7 


p I I ſhall add but one ' obſervation more, that in every 
t man naturally the image of fallen Adam appears; to 
r evince which, I appeal to the conſciences of all, in the 
p ; SONG , . 

> I. If God, by his holy law or wiſe providence, put a 
; reſtraint upon us, to keep us back from any thing, does 


N not that reſtraint whet the edge of our natural inclina- 
. --xtions, and make us ſo much the keener in our deſires ? 

> "The very -Heathens were convinced, that there is this 
ſpirit of contradiction in us, tho” they knew not the 
nag of it. How often do men give themſelves a looſe 
in thoſe things, wherein, if God had left them at liberty, 
they would have bound up themſelves? And is not this 


wv 
* 


J a repeating of our father's folly, that men will rather 

q .£limb for forbidden fruit, than gather what Providence 

I offers to them, when they have God's expreſs allowance 
Wein?? FR OE. 75 E 


2. Is it not natural to us, to care for the body, at 
the expence of the ſoul? This was one ingredient in 
the fin of our firſt parents, Gen. iii. 5. Oh how 
happy might we be, if we were but at half the pains 
about our ſouls, which we beſtow upon our bodies ? If 
that queſtion, © What muſt I do to be ſaved,“ did but 
run near ſo oft thro' our minds, as thoſe, What ſhall 
we eat? What ſhall we drink? Wherewithal ſhall we 
q De chte. © 440040 Shen 23H Te 2972 
- 3- Is not everv one by nature diſcontented with his 
1 preſent lot, or with ſome one thing or other in it? Some 
one thing is always miſſing; ſo that man is a ereature 
given to change. If any doubt of this, let them look 
over all their enjoyments, and after a review of them, 
liüſten to their own hearts, and they will hear a ſecret 
murmuring, for want of ſomething, Since the hearts 
of our firſt parents wandered from God, their poſterity | 
Rave a natural diſeaſe which Solomon calls, 4 be wan 
| gering of deſre, literally, The walling e the ſoul, Eccles, 1 
vi. 9. This is a fort of 'diabolical trance, 3 * il 
1 N 41 47 | | Ou 
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ſoul travgrſeth the world, feeds itſelf wich a thouſand 
airy nothings, ſnatcheth at this and the other imagined 
Excellency : goes here and there and every where, ex- 


cept where it ſhould go. And the ſqul js never cured 
Ahe bees till it take up its reſt in God through 
11 . | bY a L 


_ - 4+ Do not Adam's children naturally follow his foot- 
Keps, in hiding themſelves from the preſence of the Lord ? 
Gen. iii. 8, We are Juſt as blind in this matter as he 
was, who thought to hide himſelf” from the preſence of the 
Lord among the knen of the garden. We promiſe ourſelves 
more ſecurity in a ſecret fin, than one that is openly 
committed. Ie adulterer ſaith, No eye all ſee me. 

Ad men will freely do that in ſecret, which they would 
be aſhamed to do in the preſence of a child: as if dark- & 
eſs could hide from an all-ſeeing God. Are we not 
. naturally careleſs of communion with God? Nay, and 
ayerle to it? Never was there any communion between 
God and Adam's children, where God himſelf had not 
the firſt word. If he would let them alone, they would 
never enquire after him. F 


F. He loth are men to confeſs fin, to take guilt and 
ſhame to themſelves? And was it not thus in the caſe 
before us? Adam confeſſes his nakedneſs, (which in- 
deed he could not deny,) but not one word does he ſay 
about fin. It is as natural for us to hide fin as to com- 
mit it. Many inſtances of this we ſee daily; but how 
many will there be in that day, when God will judge the 
Secrets, of men. Many a foul mouth will then be ſeen, 
which is now , aviped, and ſaith I have done no wickedneſs. 
Laſtly, Is at not natural for us to extenuate our fin, 
and transfer the guilt to others? As Adam laid the 
blame. of his fin on the woman: and did: not the wo- 
man lay the blame on the ſerpent? Adam's children 
need. not be taught this : for before they can well ſpeak, 
= A they cannot deny, they liſp out ſomething to leſſen 
 - their: faglt, and lay the blame upon another. Nay fo 
natural is this to men, that in the greateſt. of fins they 
| will charge the fault on God bimſelf ; blaſpheming bis 
1 Providence under the name of ill-luck or misfortune, 
ö and ſo laying the blame of their ſin at heaven's door. 
„Thus does the 


bolifone/ſs of man perwert his ways.s and 
Againk, the Lord. Let us then call 


K 
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Adam, Father: let us not deny the relation, ſeeing we 
bear his image. STORES PH 8 20 

1 proceed to enquire into the corruption of nature in 
the ſeveral parts of it. But who can take the exact di- 
menſions of it, in its breadth, length, height, and 
depth? The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked; who can know it? However 


we may quickly perceive ſo much of it, as may ſhew 


the abſolute neceſſity of regeneration. Man in his na- 
tural ſtate is altogether corrupt, thro? all the faculties of 
his ſoul : eorrupt in his underſtanding, his will, his af- 
fections, his conſcience, and his memory. 

I. The underſtanding is deſpoiled of its primitive 
glory, and covered over with confuſion, We are fallen 
into the hands of our grand Adverſary, and are de- 


prived of our two eyes, There is none that underſtandeth: 


the very mind and conſcience of the natural man are de- 
filled or ſpoiled. But to point out this corruption of 
the underſtanding more particularly, let the following 
things be conſidered. OO ny” 

' Firſt, There is a natural weakneſs in the minds of 
men, with reſpect to ſpiritual things. How hard is it 
to teach them the common principles of religion, 
to make truths ſo plain, that they may underftand 


them? Try the ſame perſons in other things, ſpeak of 


the things of this world, and they will underſtand 
quickly : but it is hard to make them know, how their 
ſouls may be ſaved, or how their hearts may find reſt 
in Chriſt, Conſider even thoſe who have many advan- 


tages above the common run of mankind: yet how 


ſmall is their knowledge of divine things! What con- 
fuſion ſtill remains in their mind? How often are they 
mired, and ſpeak as a child, even in the matter of prac- 
tical truths? It is a pitiable weakneſs, that we cannot 
perceive the things which God. has revealed. And it 
muſt needs be a ſinful weakneſs, fince the law of God 

requires us to know and believe them, 8 
Secondly. Man's underſtanding is naturally over- 
whelmed with groſs darkneſs in ſpiritual things. . Man, 
at the inſtigation of the devil, attempting to break out 
a new light in the mind, inſtead of that, broke up the 
doors of the bottomleſs pit, by the ſmoak whereof he 


was covered with darkneſs. When God at firft made 


3 | mail, 


* 
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1 man, his mind was a lamp of light: but ſin has now 
1 turned it into darkneſs. Sin has cloſed the window 
Wis | of the ſoul. It is the land of darkneſs and the ſhadow 
th of death, where the light is as darkneſs. The prince 
of darkneſs reigns therein, and nothing but the works 
1 of darkneſs are framed there. That you may be the 
Wii. more fully convinced of this, take the following evi- 
"os dences of it. 3 45 e, WITS EEE 
n 1. The darkneſs was upon the face of the world 
Will | before, and at the time that Chriſt came. When Adam 
by his fin had loſt light, it pleaſed God to reveal to him 
; the way of ſalvation, Gen. 111. 15, This was handed 
| down by holy men before the flood : yet the unnatural 
darkneſs of the mind of man, was ſo prevalent, as to 
carry off all the ſenſe of true religion from the old 
Vorld, except what remained in Noah's family. After 
i the flood, as men increaſed, their natural darkneſs of 
| mind prevailed again, and the light decayed, till it 
1 died out among the generality of mankind, and was 
| Preſerved only among the poſterity of Sem. And 
|, even with them it was near ſetting, when God called 
| 
| 


, . » 8 r 4% 5. AER * 
— - FIT; r 22 3 888 e * 82 3 . 
1 0 * 8 * 4 A N 14 7 4 4 
* bo Sons Et. > £ : ; X * . 7 
7 : „ ” 1 
2 2 


Abraham from ſerwing other gods, Joſh. xxiv. 15, God 
gave him a more tull revelation, which he communi- 

a cated to his family, Gen. xviii. 19. Yet the naturaldark- 
88 neſs wore it out at length, ſave that which was preſerved 
n among the poſterity of Jacob. In Egypt that darkneſs 
ll | ſo prevailed over them alſo, that a new revelation was I 
neceſſary. And many a dark cloud got above that, dur- 2 
ing the time from Moſes to Chriſt. When Chriſt came * 
nothing was to be ſeen in the gentile world, but dark- 
neſs and cruel habitations. They were drowned in ſu- © 
perſtition and idolatry : and whatever wiſdom was 
1 among their Philoſophers, the world by that wiſdom *! 
U-| knew not God, but became more and more vain in 
| their imaginations. Nor were the Jews much wiſer; 
except a few, groſs darkneſs covered them alſo. Their 
| traditions were multiplied ; but the knowledge of thoſe 
'F things wherein the life of religion lies, was loſt, They 
| gloried in outward ordinances; but knew nothing of 
F avor/hipping God in ſpirit and in truth, SD TH: | 

Now what but the natural darkneſs of men's minds, 


| Could ſtill wear out the light of external revelation ? 
| Mea, did not forget the way of preſerying their 5 90 
| . 5 | ut 
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but how quickly did they forget the way of ſaving their 


ſouls? So that it was neceſſary for God himſelf to re- 


veal it again and again, Yea, anda mere revelation did 
not ſuffice to remove this darkneſs: no, not when it 


was made by Chriſt in perſon : there needed alſo the 


Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven. Such is the na- 


tural darkneſs of our mind, that it only yields to the 


Blood and Spirit of Chriſt. | 

2, Every natural man's heart, how refined ſoever he 
appears, is full of darkneſs, diforder, and confuſion. 
The unrenewed part of mankind are rambling through 
the world, like ſo many blind men, who will neither 
take a guide, nor can guide themſelves, and therefore 
fall over this and the other precipice into deſtruction. 
Some are running after their covetouſneſs, ſome ſticking 
in the mire of ſenſuality, others daſhing on the rock of 
pride: every one ſtumbling on one ſtone of ſtumbling 
or an other, as their unmortified paſſions drive them. And 
while ſome are lying along in the way, others are com- 
ing up and falling headlong over them. Errors ſwarm 


in the world; all the unregenerate are utterly miſtaken 
in the point of true happineſs. All deſire to be happy; 
but touching the way. to happineſs, there are almoſt as 


many Opinions as there are men. They are like theblind 
Sodomites about Lot's houſe, all ſeeking to find the door, 
but in vain. Look into thine own heart, (if thou art 
not born again) and thou wilt ſee all turned upſide 
down; heaven lying under, and earth a-top : look into 


thy life, and fee how thou art playing the madman, 


eagerly. flying after that which is not, and lighting that 
which is, and will be for ever. Thus is man's under- 
ſtanding naturally overwhelmed with groſs darkneſs in 
{piritual things” 2 1 2 85 
- Thirdly, There is in the mind of man a natural bias 
to evil: let us reflect a little, and we ſhall find incon- 
teſtable evidence of it. pit e 
1. Men's minds have a natural dexterity to do miſ- 
chief: none are ſo ſimple as to want {kill for this. None 
need to be taught it; but as weeds without being ſown, 
grow up of their on accord, ſo does this earthly, ſen- 
tual, deviliſh- wiſdom, naturally grow up in us. 


* 
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2. We naturally form groſs conceptions of ſpiritual 1! 
things, as if the ſoul were quite immerſed in fleſh and 
blood. Let men but look into themſelves, and they 
Ho will find this bias in their minds; whereof the idolatry 
which ſtill prevails ſo far and wide, is an inconteſtable 
evidence. For it plainly ſhews, men would have a viſi- 
ble deity ; therefore they change rhe incorrußtible God 
| ?nto an image. Indeed the reformation of thele nations, 
Will has baniſhed groſs idolatry out of our churches. But 
Wit: heart reformation alone can baniſh mental idolatry, ſubtle 
ll} and refined image-worſhip out of our minds. 
6] | 9. How difficult is it, to detain the carnal mind be- 
fore the Lord? To fix it in the meditation of ſpiritual 2 
things? When God is ſpeaking to men by his word, 
1 or they are ſpeaking to him in prayer, the body remains 
in | before God, but the world ſteals away the heart. Tho? 
if the eyes be cloſed, the man fees a thouſand vanities, and. 
8 the mind roves hither and thither : and many times the 
41 man ſcarce comes to himſelf, till he is gone from the pre- 
fence of the Lord. The worldly man's mind does not 
wander, when he is contriving buſineſs, caſting up his 
accounts, or telling his money. If he anſwers you not 
at flrſt, he tells you, he did not hear you, he was buſy, 
his mind was fixed. But the carnal mind employed 
about ſpiritual. things, is out of its element, and there. 
fore cannot fix. „ | : 
4. Conjider how the carnal imagination ſupplies the 3 
want of real objecls to the corrupt heart. The uncleaan 
perſon is filled with ſpeculative impurities, having eyes 
full of adultery. The covetous man fills his heart with 
the world, if he cannot get his hands full of it. The 
malicious perſon acts his revenge in his own breaſt; the 
-envious, within his own narrow ſoul, ſees his neighbour 
laid low enough: and fo every luſt is fed by the imagi- 
nation. Theſe things may ſuffice to convince us, of the 
natural bias of the mind to evi. 
_ .. Fouithly.. There is in the carnal mind-an oppoſition 
to ſpiritual truths, and an averſion to the receiving of 
them. God has revealed to ſinners the way of ſalvation; 
he bas given his word. But do natural men believe it? 
Indeed they do not. They believe not the promiſes of 
the word; for they who receive them are thereby made 
4 | partakers 
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: artakers of the divine nature. They believe not the 
- hreatenings of the word: otherwiſe they could not live 


as they do. 1 doubt not but moſt, if not all of you, 


who are in a ſtate of nature, will here plead, not guilty. 


But the very difficulty you find in aſſenting to this 


truth, proves the unbelief with which I charge you. 
Has it not proceeded ſo far with ſome, that it has ſteeled 
their foreheads, openly to rejeR all revealed religion? 
And though you ſet not your mouths as they do againſt 


heaven, yet the fame bitter root of unbelief is in you, 


and reigns, and will reign in you till overcoming grace 
captivate your mind to the belief of the truth. To con- 


vince you of this, 


Conſider, 1. How have you learned thoſe truths that 
you think you believe? Is it not merely by the benefit 
of your education, and of external revelation? You 
are ſtrangers to the inward work of the Holy Spirit, 
bearing witneſs by and with the word in your hearts : 
and ſo you cannot have the aſſurance of faith, even 
with reſpect to the outward revelation. And therefore 
ye are ſtill unbelievers. It is written in the Prophets; 
“ And they ſhall be all taught of God. Every one 
therefore. who hath heard and learned of the Father, 
(faith our Lord,) cometh unto me. But ye have not 
come to Chriſt ; therefore ye have not been taught of 
God, Ye have not been fo taught, and therefore ye 
have not come; ye believe not. 

Conſider, 2. The utter inconſiſtency of moſt men's 
lives with the principles which they profeſs. They 
Profels to believe the ſcripture : but how little are they 
concerned about what is revealed therein? How un- 
concerned are ye even about that weighty point, whe- 
ther ye be born again, or not? Many live as they were 
born, and. are like to die as they live, and yet live in 

ace. Do ſuch believe the ſinfulneſs of a natural ſtate ? 
Do they believe they are children of wrath? Do they 
believe there is no ſalvation without regeneration ? and 
no regeneration. but what makes man a new creature? 


O no! if ye did, ye could not live in your fins, uv 


out of Chriſt, and yet hope for mercy. | 
Fifthly, Man is naturally high-minded. Lowlitieſs i 13 

not a flower which grows in the field of nature. It is 
* 3 | natural. 
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natural to man to think highly of himſelf and what is 
his own. Vain man would be wiſe : ſo he accounts him- 
ſelf, and ſo he would be accounted by others. His way 
is right, becauſe it is his own : for every way of a man is 
right in his own eyes: He is alive without the law; and 
therefore his hope is ſtrong and his confidence firm. It 
is another tower of Babel; the word batters it, yet it 
ſtands. One while breaches are made in it, but they 
are quickly repaired. At another time, it is all made to 
ſhake ; but it is ſtill kept up: till God's Spirit raiſe an 
Heart-quake within the man, which tumbles it down, 
and leaves not one ſtone upon another. 

Thus much of the corruption of the underſtandi 
Call the underſtanding IcHABO PD; for the glory is de- 
garted from it. Conſider this, ye that are yet in the 
Kate of nature, and groan- ye out your caſe before the 

Lord, that the Sun of Righteouſneſs may ariſe upon you, 
before ye be ſhut up in utter darkneſs. What avails 
your worldly wiſdom? What do all your attainments 
in religion avail, while your underſtanding lies wra 
up in darkneſs and confuſion, utterly void of the light 
of life 5 25 
II. Nor is the Will leſs corrupted than the Under- 
ſtanding. It was at firſt faithful, and ruled with God: 
but nov it is turned traitor againſt God, and rules with 
and for the devil. To open this plague of the heart, 
let the following things be conſidered. 2 
Firſt, There is in the unrenewed will, an utter ina- 
bility for what is truly good in the. fight of God. In- 
deed a natural man has a power to chuſe and do what is 
materially good: but tho? he can will what is good and 
Tight, he can do nothing aright and well, Without. me, 
that is, ſeparate from me, ye can. do nothing ; nothing 
truly and ſpiritually good. To evidence this, conſider, 

1. How often do men ſee the good they ſhould chuſe, 
and the evil they ſhould refuſe: and yet their hearts 
' have no more power to comply with their light, than 

if they were arreſted by ſome inviſible hand? Their 
conſciences tell them the right way: yet cannot their 
will be brought up to it. Elſe how is it that the clear 
arguments on the ſide of virtue, do not bring men over 
to that ſide ? Although heaven and hell were but a m 


4 be, 
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be, even this would determine the will to holineſs, could 
it be determined by reaſon. Vet ſo far is it from this, 
that men knowing the judgment of God, that they 
who do ſuch things are worthy of death, not anly do 


0 the ſame, but have pleaſure in them who do them.” 


2. Let thoſe who have been truly convinced of the 
ſpirituality of the law, ſpeak and tell, if they then 
found themſelves able to incline their hearts toward it. 
Nay, the more that light ſhone into their fouls, did they 
not find their hearts more and more unable to comply 
with it? Yea, there are ſome who are yet in the devil's 
camp, who can tell from their own experience, light let 


into the mind cannot give life to the will, or enable it 


td comply therewith, Fey 8 

Secondly. There is in the unrenewed will an aver- 
fion to good. Sin is the natural man's element; and he 
is as loth to part with it, as the fiſhes are to come out of 
the water, He is fick ; but utterly averſe to the rem- 
edy : he loves his diſeaſe, ſo that he loaths the Phyſician, 
He is a captive, a priſoner, and a ſlave; but. he loves his 
conqueror, jailor, and maſter ; he is fond of his fetters, 
priſon, and drudgery, and has no liking to his liberty. 
For evidence of this averſeneſs to good in the will of 


anne, | 


Conſider, 1. The untowardneſs of children, How n” 


_ averſe are they to reſtraint ? Are they not as bullocks 


unaccuſtomed to the yoke? Yea, it is far eaſier, to 
tame young bullocks to the yoke, than to bring young 
children under diſcipline. Every man may ſee in this, 
as in a glaſs, that man is naturally wild and wilful ; that 
according to Zophar's obſervation, he ig born a wild 


2's colt. What can be ſaid more? He is like a colt, 


the colt of an aſs, the colt of a wild aſs: „a wild aſs 


| uſed to the wilderneſs, that ſnuffeth up the wind at pleas 


ſure : in her occaſion who can turn her away?” 

2. What pain and difficulty do men find, in bringing 
their hearts to religious duties? And what a taſk. is it 
to the natural man to abide in them ? To leave the world 
but a little, and converſe with. God? When they are 
engaged in worldly buſineſs or company, time ſeems to 
fly and 1s gone before they are aware, But how. heavily 
dogs it drive, while a prayer, a ſermon, or a , my ? 

| | it 
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With many the Lord's day is the longeſt day in the 
| week: and therefore they muſt fleep longer that morn. 
; ing, and go ſooner to bed that night, than ordinarily 4 
they do, that they may be made of a tolerable length, 
And {till their hearts ſay, When will the ſabbath be 
| e | Keys: 
1 g. Conſider how the will of the natural man rebels 
againſt the light, Sometimes he is not able to keep it out: 2 
| but he loves darkneſs rather than light, The outer door 
1 of the underſtanding is broken open; but the inner 
door of the will remains ſhut. Corruption and con- 
ſcience then encounter : till conſcience is forced to give 
back: conviftions are murdered, and truth is made and 
is held priſoner in unrighteouſneſs, 
. 4. When the Spirit of the Lord is working a deeper 
work, yet what reſiſtance does the ſoul make? When 
he comes, he finds the frong man keeping the houſe, 
while the foul is faſt aſleep ia the devil's arms: till the 
Lord awakens the ſinner, opens his eyes, and ſtrikes him 
with terror, while the clouds are black above his head, 
and the ſword of vengeance 1s held to his breaſt, But 
what pains is he at, to put a fair face on a black heart ? 
To ſhake off his fears, or make head againſt them ? 
Carnal reaſon ſuggeſts, if it be ill with him, it will be 
ill with many. When he is beat from this, and ſees no 
advantage in going to hell with company, he reſolves 
to leave his fins: but cannot think of breaking off ſo 
ſoon ; there is time enough, and he will do it afterwards, 
When at length he is conſtrained to part with ſome fins, 
others are kept as right-hands or right eyes. Nay, when 
he is fo preſt, that he muſt needs ſay before the Lord, he 
is willing to part with all his idols, yet how long will 
his heart give the lie to his tongue, and prevent the ex- 
ecution of it ? FO LCP! . 
Thirdly. There is in the will of man a natural prone- 
neſs to evil. Men are naturally bent to backſliding from 
God: they Hang (as the word is) towards backſliding. 
Leave the-unrenewed will to itſelf, it will chuſe fin and 
reject holineſs: and that is certainly, as water poured 
on the fide of a hill, which will run downward and not 
upwards © oy Sette 
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1. Is not the way of evil the firſt way, wherein the 
children of men go? Do not their inclinations plainly 


appear on the wrong fide, while they have not cunning 


to hide them? As ſoon as it appears we are reaſonable 
creatures, it appears we are ſinful creatures, ©& Fooliſh- 
neſs is bound in the heart of a ehild, till the rod of cor- 
rection drives it from him.“ It is bound in the heart, 
woven in our very nature: nor will the knots looſe; 
they muſt be broke aſunder by ſtrokes. Words will not 
do; the rod muſt be taken to drive it away. Not that 
the rod of itſelf will do this; the ſad experience of 
many parents teſtifies the contrary. And Solomon 
himſelf tells you, Though thou ſhouldeſt bray a fool 
in a mortar, yet will not his fooliſhneſs depart from him.“ 
But the rod is an ordinance of God, appointed for that 


end; which, like the word, is made effectual, by the 


Spirit” s accompanying his own ordinance. 
2. How eaſily are men led into fin! Perſuaded to 
evil, though not to good. Thofe whom the word can- 


not drew to holineſs, fatan leads to wickedneſs at his 


pleaſure; To learn doing ill, is always eaſy to the un- 
renewed man: but to learn to do good, is as difficult as 
for the Ethiopian to change his ſkin, Were the will 
evenly poiſed between good and evil, one might be 
embraced with as much eaſe as the other, But ex perience 
teſtifies, it is not: yea, the experience of all ages. How 
often did the Iſraelites forſake the Almighty God, and 
dote upon the idols of the nations: But did ever one 


of thole nations forſake their idols, and grow fond ef 


the God of Iſrael? No, no. Though man is naturally 
given to change, it is but from evil to evil, not from 


evil to good, Surely then the will of man ftands not 
in equal balance, but has a caſt on the wrong fide. + 


3. Conſider how men go on ſtill in the way of fin; 
till they meet with a ſtop from another hand than their 
own. I hid me, and he went on frowardly in the way 
of his own' heart. If God withdraw his reſtraining 
hand, man is in no doubt which way to chuſe. For 
the way of fin, is the way of his heart: his heart na- 


turally lies that way. As long as God ſuffereth them; 


12 


l nat ions, do wall i in thetr ot own | Way, The natural man 
| is 
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is ſo fixed in evil, that there needs no more to ſhew he 

| is off of God's way, than to ſay, he is upon his own- 
| Fourthly. There is a natural contrariety, a direct o 
| Poſition in the will of man to God himſelf, © The car- 
| nal mind is enmity againſt God: it is not ſubje& to the 
| law of God, neither can be.” 
| I have a charge againſt every unregenerate man and 
| woman, to be proved by the teſtimony of Scripture and 
3 their on conſcience; namely, that Whether they have 
Y the form of religion or no, they .are heart-enemies to 
| God: to the Son of God, to the Spirit of God, and 

to the Law of God, Hear this, all ye careleſs fouls, that 

live at eaſe in your natural ftate ! 4 

1. Ye are enemies to God in your mind. Ye are not 

as yet reconciled to him. The natural enmity is not Fa, 

Hain, though perhaps it lie hid, and ye do not perceive 
| it. Every natural man is an enemy to God, as he is re- 4 
| _ vealed in his word: to an infinitely holy, juſt, power- 

ful, and true Being. In effect, men are naturally haters 


of God: and if they could, they would certainly make 
| him another than what he is. 71 
I0 convince, you of this, kt me propoſe a few Þ 
1 | 


1. How are your hearts affected to the infinite Holi- Y 
| neſs of God? If y are not partakers of his hohneſs ©! 
. ye cannot be reconciled to it. The Heathens, finding N 

they were not like God in holineſs, made their god like 
themſelves in filthineſs; and thereby diſcovered what 
ſort of a god the natural man would have. God is 
holy. Can am unholy creature love his unſpotted ho- 
Iineſs? Nay, it is the righteous only who can give 
thanks at the, remembrance of his holineſs, God is 
light: can creatures of darkneſs, and that walk in dark- 
nels, rejoice therein? Nay, every one that doeth evil 
* hateth the ligt. For what communion hath light with 


Ane 
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2. How are your hearts affected to the Juſtice of God? 
There is not a man who is wedded to his ſins, but would 
be content, with the blood of his body, to blot that letter 
aut of the name of God. Can the malefactor love his 
ondemning Judge? Or an unjuſtified ſinner a juſt 
God ? No, he cannot. And hence ſince men cannot 


get 


. 
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et the doftrine of his juſtice blotted out of the Bible, 
yet ĩt is ſuch an eye-ſore to them, that they ſtrive to blot 
it out of their minds: they ruin themſelves by preſuming 
on his mercy; *ſaying in their heart, the Lord will not 
do 11105 neither will he do evil.” _ 
How are ye affected to the Omniſcience and Omni- 
E of God? Men naturally would rather have a 
pling idol, than an all ſeeing God, and therefore do what 
they can, as Adam did, to hide himſelf from the pre- 
ſence of. the Lord. They no more love an omnipreſent 
God, than the thief loves to have the Judge witneſs to 
his evil deeds, 

4. How are ye affected to the Truth of God? Ho 
many hope, that God will not be true to his word P. 
There are thouſands who hear the goſpel and hope to be 
ſaved, who never experienced the new birth, nor do at 
all concern themſelves in that queſtion, Whether they 
are born again, or not? Our Lord's words are plain 
and peremptory, Except a man be born again, he can- 


not ſee the kingdom of God.“ What then are ſuch 


hopes, but real hopes that God will recal his word, and 
that Chriſt will prove a falſe prophet? 5. How are 
they affected to the Power of God? None but new 


creatures can love him for it. Every natural man 


would contribute to the building another tower of 


Babel, to hem it in. On theſe grounds 1 declare every 


unrenewed man an enemy to God. 

2. Ye are enemies to the Son of God. That enmity 
to Chriſt is in your hearts, which would have made you 
Join the Huſbandmen, who killed the heir, and caſt him out 
of the vineyard, Am I a dog, ye will ſay, to have fo 
treated my dear Saviour? So ſaid Hazael, in another 
caſe. Yet how did he at? Many call him dear; to 
whom their fins are ten times dearer than their Saviour; 
He is no otherwiſe dear to them, than as they abuſe his 


death, for the peaceable enjoyment of their fins: that 


they-may live as they lift in this world; and when they 
die to be kept out of hell. To convince you of this, I 


will lay before you the rn” of your hearts 2gainft 
Chriſt in all his offices. 


I. Every unregenerate man is an enemy to Chriſt 


in his prophetic othce, For evidence of this, conſider, 


1. The 
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1. The e he meets with, when he comes 


to teach ſouls inwardly by his Spirit. Men do what 


they can to ſtop. their ears, that they may not hear his 
voice. They always re/ift the Holy Ghoſt : they deſire 
not the knowledge of. his ways, The old calumny is 
thrown upon him again, He is mad: why hear ye him * 
The Spirit of bondage is ac counted by many mere diſtrac - 
tion and melancholy: men thus blaß heme - God's 
work, becauſe- they themſelves are beſide themſelves, 
and cannot judge of thoſe matters. 

> 2, Conſider the entertainments he meets with, when 

he comes to teach men outwardly by his word. 

(.) His written word, the Bible, is ſlighted. Many 
lay by their Bibles with their Sunday clothes. Alas ! 
The duſt about your Bibles is a witneſs of the enmity 
of your heart againſt- Chriſt as a prophet. And 


of thoſe who read themi oftner, how few are there 


that read them, as the word of the Lord to their ſouls 
in particular, ſo as to keep up communion with God 
therein? Hence they are ſtrangers to the ſolid comfort 
of the ſcriptures: and if at any time they are dejeQed, 


it is ſomething elſe, and not the word of God, which 


revives their drooping ſpirits. _ 

(2.) Chriſt's word preached is deſpiſed. Men can 
without remorſe make to themſelves oe filent ſabbath 
after another. And alas, when they tread his courts 
how little reverence and awe of God appears on their 


ſpirits! Many ſtand like brazen walls before the word, 


on whom it makes no breach at all. Nay, not a few 
are growing worſe and worſe, notwithſtanding precept 
after precepts What tears of blood are ſufficient to la- 


ment this ? Remember, wg are but the voice of one 


crying. The Speaker is in heaven. Vet ye refuſe him 
who ſpeaketh, and prefer the prince of darkneſs before 
the Prince of Peace. A diſmal darkneſs overſpreads the 
world by Adam's fall, more terrible than if the ſun and 


moon had been extinguiſhed, And it muſt have cover- 


ed us eternally, had not the grace of God appeared to 
diſpel it. But we fly from it, and like the wild beaſts, 
lay ourſelves down in our dens. Such is the enmity of 


the hearts of men, 0 Chriſt i in his prophetic office, 
| 333 The 
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II. The natural man is an enemy to Chriſt in his. 
Prickly Office. He is appointed of the Father a Prieſt 


for ever, that by his ſacrifice and interceſſion alone, 


ſinners may have accels to, and peace with God. But 
Chriſt crucified isever a ſtumbling-block and fooliſhnbls 
to the unregenerate part of mankind. 

None of Adam's children. naturally incline to receive 
the bleſſing 1 in borrowed robes, but would always clntb- 


up to heaven. on a thread ſpun out of their own. bowels. 


They look on God as a great Mafter, and themſelves as 
his ſervants, that muſt work and win heaven as their, 
wages. Hence, when the conſcience awakes, they think. 
that to be ſaved, they muſt anſwer the demands of the. 
law; ſerve God as well as they can, and pray for mercy 
wherein they come ſhort, And thus many come to 


duties, that never come out of them to Chriſt. 


Indeed the natural man going to God in duties, will 
continually be found, either to go without a Mediator, 
or with more mediators than one. Nature 1s blind, and. 


therefore venturous : it puts men on going immediately 


to God without Chriſt. Converſe with many hearers 
of the goſpel on their hopes of ſalvation, and the Name 


_ of. Chriſt will ſcarce be heard from their mouths. Aſk. 


them how they think to find the pardon of fin ? They 
ſay, they look for mercy, becaule God is a merciful 
God: and this is all they have to truſt in, Others look, 
for mercy for Chriſt's ſake. But how do they know 
Chriſt will take their plea in hand? © Why they pray, 
mourn, confeſs, and have great deſires.” So they have 
ſomething of their own, to recommend them io him! 
They, were never made poor in ſpirit, and brought 
empty-handed to ache to 152 the * of. all on his 
Atoning- blood. 


IIL The natural x man is an \ enemy to o Chriſt in his 


Kingly Office. ; 


How unwilling are. Win men to n to the Jaws 
and diſcipline of bis kingdom . However they may be 
brought to ſome out ward ſubmiſſion to the King of Saints, 
yet fin always retains its throne in their hearts, and they, 
are ferving divers luſts and pleaſures, None but thoſe 
in whom Chriſt is formed, do really put the cron on 
his head. None but thieſe receive the Kingdom of Chriſt 
214 C within 
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n . he meets with, when he comes ® 
to teach ſouls inwardly by his Spirit. Men do what 
they can to ſtop their ears, that they may not hear his 
voice. They always re/iſt the Holy Ghoſt : they defire 
not the knowledge of. is ways, The old calumny is 
thrown upon him again, He is mad: why hear ye him ? 
The Spirit of bondage is accounted by many mere diſtrac- 
tion and melarcholy: men thus blaß heme God's 
work, becauſe they themſelves are beſide themſelves, 
and cannot judge of thoſe matters. 
> 2, Conſider the entertainments he meets with, when 
he comes to teach men outwardly by his word. 
- (4+) His written word, the Bible, is ſlighted. Many 
lay by their Bibles with their Sunday clothes. Alas! 
The duſt about your Bibles is a witneſs of the enmity 
of your heart againſt- Chriſt as a prophet. And 
of thoſe who read them] oftner, how few are there 
that read them, as the word of the Lord to their ſouls 
in particular, ſo as to keep up communion with God ⁶ 
therein? Hence they are ſtrangers to the ſolid comfort 7 
of the ſcriptures: and if at any time they are dejected, 
it is ſomething elſe, and not the word of God, which 
revives their drooping ſpirits, 
42.) Chriſt's word preached is deſpiſed. Men can 
without remorſe make to themſelves one ſilent ſabbath 
after another. And alas, when they tread his courts 
how little reverence and awe of God appears on their 
ſpirits! Many ſtand like brazen walls before the word, 
on whom it makes no breach at all. Nay, not a few 
are growing worſe and worſe, notwithſtanding precept 
after precept. What tears of blood are ſufficient to la- 
ment this ? Remember, wg are but the voice of one 
crying. The Speaker is in heaven. Yet ye refuſe him 
| who ſpeaketh, and prefer the prince of darkneſs before 
the Prince of Peace. A diſmal darkneſs overſpreads _- 
world by Adam's fall, more terrible than if the ſun and 
moon had been extinguiſhed, And it muſt have cover- 
ed us eternally, had not the grace of God appeared to 
_ diſpel it. But we fly from it, and like the wild beaſts, 
lay ourſelves down in our dens. Such is the enmity of 


the hearts of men, nn Chriſt i in his prophetic office, 
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II. The natural man is an enemy to Chriſt in his, 
Prieſily Office. He is appointed of the Father a Prieſt 
for ever, that by his ſacrifice and interceſſion alone, 


ſinners may have accels to, and peace with God. But. 
Chriſt crucified is ever a ſtumbling- block and fooliſhnbls 
to the unregenerate part of mankind. 

None of Adam's children. naturally incline to receive | 


| the bleſſing in borrowed robes, but would always climb 
up to heaven. on a thread ſpun out of their own. bowels.. 


They look on God as a great Mafter, and themſelves as 
his ſervants, that muſt work and win heaven as their, 
wages. Hence, when the conſcience awakes, they think. 
that to be ſaved, they muſt anſwer the demands of the. 
law; ſerve God as well as they cab, and pray for mercy. 
wherein they come ſhort, And thus many come to 
duties, that never come out of them to Chriſt. A 

Indeed the natural man going to God in duties, will 
continually be found, either to go without a Mediator, 


er with more mediators than one. Nature is blind, and. 
therefore venturous : it puts men on going immediately 


to God without Chriſt, Converſe with many hearers. 
of the goſpel on their hopes of ſalvation, and the Name 
of Chriſt will ſcarce be heard from their mouths. Aſk. 
them how they think to find the pardon of fin ? They 
ſay, they look for mercy, becaule God is a merciful 


God: and this is all they have to truſt in, Others look. | 


for mercy for Chriſt's ſake. But how do they know 


_ Chriſt will take their plea in hand? © Why they pray, 


mourn, confeſs, and have great deſires.“ So. they have 
ſomething of their own. to recommend them to him! 
They, were never made poor in ſpirit, and brought 
empty-handed to e to "ay the Ys of. all on his 
Atoning-blood. 


III. The natural man is an enemy to o Chriſt in his 


Kingly Office. 


How unwilling are. 3 men to ſubmit to the Jaws 


and diſcipline of his kingdom l. However they may be 
brought to ſome outward ſubmiſſion to the King of, Saints, 
yet ſin always retains its throne in their hearts, and they, 


are ferving divers luſts and pleaſures, None but theſe 
in whom Chriſt. is formed, do really. put the crown on 
bis head. None but theſe receive the Kingdom of Chriſt 
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within them, and let him ſet up and put down in their 
ſouls as he will. As for others, any lord ſhall ſooner 


have the rule over them than the Lord of Glory. They 
kindly entertain his enemies, and will never abſolutely 


reſign themſelves to his povernment. Thus, you ſee, the 


natural man is an enemy to Jeſus Chriſt in all his Offices. 

3. Ve are enemies to the Spirit of God, He is the 
Spirit of Holinels, The natural man is unholy, and loves 
to be ſo; and therefore reſiſts the Holy Ghoſt. The 
work of the Spirit is to convince the world of fin, right- 
eoufneſs, and judgment. But O! how do men ſtrive to 
ward off theſe convictions, as they would a blow that 
threatened their lives! If the Spirit dart them in, ſo that 
they cannot avoid them, does not the heart ſay, © Haſt 
thou found me, O mine enemy ?” And indeed they 
treat him as an enemy, doing their utmoſt to ſtifle their 
convictions, and to murder theſe harbingers that come 
to prepare the way of the Lord into the foul. Some' 
fill their hands with buſineſs, to put convictions out of 


their heads, as Cain who fell to building a city. Some 


ut them off with fair promiſes, as Felix did; ſome 
port or ſleep them away, And how can it be other- 


wiſe? For it is the work of the Holy Spirit, to ſub- 


due luſts and burn up corruption. How then can he 
whoſe luſts are as dear as his life, fail of being an enemy 
to him ? : De CE nth, 

Laſtly. Ye are enemies to the Law of God. Tho? 
the natural man deſires to be under the law, as a cove- 
nant of works, yet as it is a rule of life, he is not ſub. 
ect to ir, neither indeed can be, For, 1. Every natur- 
al man is wedded to ſome ſin, which he cannot part 


with. And as he cannot bring up his inclinations to 


the law, he would fain bring down the law to his incli- 
nations. And this is a plain ſtanding evidence, of the 
enmity of his heart againſt it. 2. Thelaw ſet home on 


the awakened conſcience in its ſpirituality, irritates cor- 


ruption. It is as oil to the fire, which inſtead of quench- 


Ing, makes it flame the more. When the commandment 


comes, fin reuvrves, What reaſon can be aſſigned for this, 


| but the natural enmity of the heart againſt the holy law ? 
We conclude, then, that the-unregenerate are heart-ene- 


mies to God, his Son, his Spirit, and his Law; that 
| | there 
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chere is a natural contrariety, oppoſition, and emity in 
the will of man, to God himſelf and his holy Will. 


Fifthly. The uprenewed will is wholly perverſe, in re- 
ference to the end of man. Man is a merely depend- 
ant being; having no exiſtence or goodneſs originally 


From himſelf : but all he has is from God, as the firſt 
Cauſe and Spring of all Perfection, natural and moral, 
Dependance is woven into his very nature; fo that 
ſhould God withdraw from him, he would ſink into 
nothing. Since, then, whatever man is, he is of Him, 
ſurely whatever he is, he ſhould be to Him : as the 


waters which come out of the ſea, return thither again. 


And thus man was created, looking directly to God, as 
his Laſt End: but falling into fin, he fell off from God, 
and turned into himſelf, Now this infers a total apoſtaly | 


and univerſal corruption in man, For where the laſt 


end is changed, there can be no real goodneſs. And 


this is the caſe of all men in their natural ſtate: they 


ſeek not God, but themſelves. Hence, tho” many fair 


ſhreds of mortlity are among them, yet there 1s none 
that doeth good, no, not one. For tho” ſome of them 


run well, they are ſtill off the way; they never aim at 
the right mark. Whitherfsever they move, they cannot 
move beyond the circle of ſelf, They ſeek themſelves, 
they act for themſelves: their natural, civil, and reli- 


gious attions, from whatever ſpring they come, do all 


run into, and meet in this Dead Sea. 


Moſt men are ſo far from making God their End in 
their natural and civil actions, that be is not in all their 
thoughts. They eat and drink for no higher end, than 


their own pleaſure or neceſſity. Nor do the drops of 


ſweetneſs, God has put into the creatures, raiſe their 
ſouls toward that ocean of delights which are in the Cre- 


ator. And what are the natural man's civil actions, 
ſuch as buying, ſelling, working, but fruit to himſelf ? 
Tea, ſelf is the higheſt end of unregenerate men, even 


in their religious actions. They perform duties for a 
name; for ſome worldly intereſt; or, at beſt, in order 


to eſcape from hell. They ſeek not God at all, but 


their own intereſt ; ſo that God is only the means, and 


ſelf their end. 


F Thus 
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| Thus have I given a rude draught of man's will in 
his natural ſtate, drawn from Scripture and our own Ex- 
perience. Now, fince all muſt be wrong, where the un- 
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[| derſtanding and will are ſo corrupt, I ſhall brieflly *' 
[| diſpatch what remains. 1 8 
1 | IV. The Affection“ are corrupted ; wholly diſfor- 
[i dered and diſtempered. They are like an unruly horſe, * 
fi that either will not receive, or violently runs away with {| 
! the rider. Man's heart is naturally a mother of abomi- 

5 nations: 4 For from within, out of the heart of men, 
8 evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
i thefts, ae . The natural man's affections are 
| wholly miſplaced; he is a ſpiritual monſter, His heart 


is where his feet ſhould be, fixed on earth: his heels 
are lifted up againſt heaven, which his heart ſhould be 
ſet on: his face is towards hell, his back towards hea_ 
ven. He loves what he ſhould hate, and hates wha 
| | he ſhould love; joys in what he ought to mourn for, 
1 and mourns for what he ſhould rejoice in; glories in his 
| ſhame, and is aſhamed of his glory; abhors what he 
|!' ſhould defire, and deſires what he ſhould abhor. If 
his affections are ſet on lawful. objects, they are either 
exceſſive_or defeQive. Theſe objects have either too 
little of them, or too much. But ſpiritual things have 
always too litile. | 8 8 
lere is a threefold cord againſt heaven, not eaſily 
broken, a blind eye, a perverſe will, and diſordered affeò- 
tions. Tbe mind ſwelled with pride, ſays, the man 
ſhould not ſtoop; the will oppoſite to the will of God, 
ſays, he will not: and the, corrupt affections, riſing 
againſt the Lord, in defence of the corrupt will, ſay, 
he ſhall not... And thus we ſtand out againſt God, till 
wie are created anew by ſeſus Chriſt. 
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V. The Conſcience is corrupt and defiled, It can- 

not do its work, but according to the light it hath to 

| work by. Wherefore, ſeeing The natural man diſcernet h 

| not ſpiritual things, his conſcience is quite ulelels in that 

| point. It may indeed check for groſſer ſins, but ſ irit- 

ual fins it diſcerns not. Thus it will fly in the face of 
many for drunkenneſs; who yet have a profound peace, 

| tho! they live in unbelief, and are utter ſtrangers to 

OO ſpiritual worſhip and the life of faith, And the light of 
| | | | | 13 
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his conſcience being faint and languiſhing, even in the 


things which it does reach, its incitements to duty, and 
ſtruggles againſt ſin, are very remiſs and eaſily got over. 


But there is alſo a falſe light in the dark mind, which 


often calls evil good, and good evil. And ſuch a con- 
ſcience is like a blind and furious horſe, which violently 
runs down all that comes in his way. Indeed, whenever 
conſcience is awakened by the ſpirit of conviction, it 
will rage and roar, and put the whole man in a con- 
ſternation. It makes the Fe heart to tremble, and the 
Knees to bow; ſets the eyes a weeping, the tongue a 
confeſſing. But Mill it is an evil conſcience, which 
naturally leads to deſpair ; and will do it effectually, un- 
leſs the blood of Chriſt prevails over it, ſprinkling and 
purging it from dead works. 3 

Thus is man by nature wholly corrupted. But 
whence came this total corruption of our nature? That 
man's nature is corrupt, the very heathens perceived : 


but how fin entered, they could not tell, But the Scrip- 


ture is very plain on the point. By one man fin en- 
tered into the world.” Ry one man's diſobedience, 
many | all] were made ſinners.” Adam's fin corrupted 
man's nature, and leavened the whole lump of mankind, 


We putrified in Adam as our root. The root was poi- 
ſoned, and fo the branches were invenomed. The vine 


became the vine of Sodom, and ſo the grapes became 
grapes of gall. Adam by his ſin became not only 
guilty, but corrupt, and ſo tranſmitted guilt aud cor- 
ruption to his poſterity. By his ſin he ſtripped himſelf 


of bis original righteouſneſs, and corrupted himſelf. We 


were in him repreſentatively, as our moral head. We 
were in him ſeminally as our natural head. Hence 
we fell in him; (as Levi paid tythes, when in the loins 


f Abraham) by his diſobedience we were made ſinners: 


his firſt ſin is imputed to us. And we are left without that 


original righteouſneſs, which being given to him as a 


common perſon, he caſt off. And this is neceſſarily fol- 
lowed in him and us, by the corruption of our whole. 


nature: righteouſneſs and corruption being two con- 
traries, one of which muſt always be in man. And 


Adam our common father being corrupt, ſo are we; for 
who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? ” 


> Ws 
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1s, remains only. to apply this dodtrine. And, "ft 
for information. Is man's nature wholly. corrupted ? 
Then, 1. No wonder the grave opens its devoutitig 
mouth for us, as ſoon as the womb has caſt us forth. 
For we are all in a ſpiritual ſenſe dead-born : yea, and 
filthy, Pſalm.) x1y. 3, noiſome, rank, and akin, as 
a corrupt thing: 15 the word imports. Let us not 
complain of che miferies we are expoſed to at 
our entrance, or during our continuance in the world. 


Here is the venom that has poiſoned all the ſprings of 


earthly enjoyments. It is the corruption of human na- 


ture, which brings forth all the miſeries of life.. 


2. Behold here, as in a glaſs, the ſpring of all the 
wickedneſs, profaneneſs, and formality in the world! 
Every thing acts agrerably to its own nature; and ſo 


corrupt man acts corruptly. Vou need not wonder at 
the ſinfulneſs of your own heart and life, nor at the 


ſinfulneſs and perverſeneſs of others. If a man be 
crooked, he cannot but halt; and if the clock be ſet 
wrong, how can it point the hour right? 

3, See, here, why fin is ſo pleaſant, and li_is fuch 
a burden to men: ſin is natural; holineſs not ſo. Oxen 


cannot feed in the ſea, nor bes in the fruitful field. 


A ſwine brought into a palace would prefer the mire, 
And corrupt nature tends ever to impurity. | 
4, Learn from hence the nature and neceſſity of Re- 


generation: Firſt, the Nature: It is not a partial, but 


a total change. Thy whole nature is corrupted. There- 
fore the whole muſt be renewed. All things may be- 
come new. If a man who had received many wounds, 
were cured of all but one, he might ſtill bleed to death. 
It is not a change made by human induſtry, but by the 
Almighty. Spirit of God. A man muſt be born of the 
Spirit. Our nature is corrupt, and none but the God 
of Nature can change it. Man may pin a new life to 
an old heart ; but he. can never change the heart,. Se- 
condly, the Neceſſity: It is abſolutely neceſſary in order 


to falvation. *© Except a man be born again, he can- 


not ſee the Kingdom of God.” No unclean thing can 
enter the New Jeruſalem ; but thou art by nature 
wholly unclean, Deceive not thyſelf: no mercy of 
God; no blood of Chriſt, will bring an 2 wg 

ner“ 


_ 
— 
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others are employed in more refined wor 


©". Gpjieinatiann,” A 
finger to heaven. For God will never open a fountain 
of mercy, to waſh away his own holineſs and truth : 


nor did Chriſt ſhed his precious blood, to blot out the 
truths of God: Heaven! What would you do there, 


who are not born again? A holy head, and corrupt 


members! A head full of treaſures of grace; mem- 


bers filled with treaſures of wickedneſs! Ye are no 


ways.adapted to the ſociety above, more than beaſts to 
converſe with men. Could the unrenewed man go to 
heaven, he would go to it no otherwiſe, than now he 


comes to the duties of holineſs, that is, leaving hi; 


heart behind him. | 


We may apply this doctrine, Secondly, For Lamen- 
tation. Well may we lament thy caſe, O natural man! 
for it is the ſaddeſt caſe one can be in, out of hell. It 
is time to lament for thee :. for thou art dead already, 


dead while thou liveſt. Thou carrieſt about a dead 


ſoul in a living body; and becauſe thou art dead, canſt 


not lament thy own caſe. Thou 5% no good in thee : 
thy ſoul is a maſs of darkneſs, rebellion, and vilenefs 


before God. Thou canft do no good: thou canſt do no- 


thing but fin, For thou art he ſervant of fin, and 


therefore free from righteouſneſs : thou doſt not, canſt 
not meddle with it. Thou art under the dominion of fin, 


a dominion where righteouſneſs can have no place. 


'Thou art a child and a ſervant of the devil, as long as 
thou art in a ſtate of nature. But to prevent any miſ- 
take, "conſider, that ſatan hath two kinds of ſervants. 


There are ſome employed, as it were, in coarſer work, 
Theſe bear the devil's mark in their foreheads, having 
no form of godlineſs, not ſo much as performing the 


external duties of religion, but living apparently as 
ſons of earth, only minding earthly are Þ Whereas 

| „who carry 
his mark in their right hand, which they can and do 
hide by a form of religion, from the view of the 


world. Theſe ſacrifice to the corrupt mind, as the 


other to the fleſh. Pride, unbelief, ſelf-pleaſing, and 


the like ſpiritual fins, prey on their corrupted, wholly 
. corrupted ſouls. Both are ſervants of the fame houſe, 
_ equally void of righteouſneſs, 55 
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Indeed, how is it poſſible thou ſhouldſt be able to do 


any thing good, whoſe nature is wholly corrupt? Can 


an evil tree bring forth good fruit? Do men gather grapes 
of thorns ? If then thy nature be totally evil, all thou 
rn, dd EIT 

Hear, O ſinner, what is thy caſe. Innumerable ſins 
compaſs thee about: floods of impurities overwhelm 
thee. Sins of all ſorts roll up and down in the dead ſea 


of thy ſoul; where no good, can breathe, becauſe of the 


corruption there. Thy lips are unclean: the opening 
of tiny month is as the opening of a grave, full of 


ſtench and rottenneſs. Thy natural actions are fin : for, 


hen ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not 
ye eat for yourſelves, and drink for yourſelves 7 ”” 


A 


Zach. vi. 6. Thy civil actions are fin. Prov. xxi. 4, 


The ploughing of the wicked is fin.” Thy reli 


gious actions are ſin. The ſacrifice of the wicked is 


an abomination to the Lord.” The thoughts and ima- 


ginations of thy heart are only evil continually, A deed 
may be ſoon done, a word ſoon ſpoken, a thought paſs; 
but each of theſe is an item in thy accounts. O ſad 


reckoning! As many thoughts, words, actions, ſo 
many fins: and the longer thou liveſt, thy accounts 


ſwell the more. Should a tear be dropt for every ſin, 
thine eyes muſt be fountains of tears. For nothing but 
fin comes from thee : thy heart frames nothing but evil 
imaginations ; there is nothing in thy life, but what is 
framed by thy heart; therefore, there is nothing in thy 
heart or life, but evil. 8 


And all thy religion, ifthouhave any, is loſt labour, if 


So is the religion of an unregenerate man. Thy duties 


cannot make thy corrupt ſoul holy; but thy corrupt 
heart makes them unclean. Thou waſt wont to divide 


thy works into two ſorts; to count ſome good, and ſome 


thou art not born again. Truly then thy duties are ſins. 
Would not the beſt wines be loathſome in a foul veſſel? 


evil. But thou muſt count again, and put all under 


one head; for God writes on them all, Only evil.“ 
And thou canſt not help thyſelf. What canſt thou 


do to take away thy ſin, who art wholly corrupt? Will 


mud and filth waſh our filthineſs? And wilt thou purge 
out fin by ſinning? Job took a potſherd to ſcrape him- 
ſelf, becauſe his hands were as full of boils as his body, 


This 
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This is the caſe of thy corrupt ſoul, ſo long as thou art 


in a flate of nature. Thou art poor indeed, extremely 


' miſerable and poor; thb haſt no ſhelter, but a refuge of 
lies: no garment for hy oul, but filthy rags ; nothing 
'to_nouriſh it, but huſks which cannot ſatisfy, More 
than that, thou haſt got ſuch a bruiſe in the loins of 


Adam, that thou art without ſtrength, unable to do any 
thing. Nay, more than all this, thou canſt not ſo much 
as ſeek aright, but lieſt helpleſs, as an infant expoſed 
Wane open yeld. en EE. | 5 
O that ye would believe this ſad truth ! How little 


is it believed in the world! Few are concerned to have 
their evil lives reformed ; but fewer ſtill, to haye their 


evil nature changed. Moſt men know not what they 


are; as the eye, which ſeeing many things, never ſees 
itſelf. But until ye know every one the plague of his 
oaun heart, there is no hope of your recovery. Why 
will ye not believe the plain teſtimony of ſcripture? 
Alas! That is the nature of your diſeaſe. ** Thou 


Ry | 
f 


knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and 


poor, and blind, and naked.. Lord, open their eyes, 
before they lift them up in hell, and fee what they do 


not ſee now! 


| Mean-while, let us have a ſpecial eye on the . 
tion and fin of our nature. What avails it to take n 


1 — 


tice of other ſins, while this mother-ſin is unnoticed? 


This is a weighty point; in ſpeaking to which, I hal}, © 

1. Point at ſome Evidences of men's overlooking the 
ſin of their nature, As, 1. Men's being ſo confident of 
themſelves, as if they were in no danger of grofs ſins. 
Many would take heinouſly ſuch a caution as Chriſt gave 
his apoſtles, © Take heed of ſurfeiting and drunken- 
neſs.” They would be ready to cry out, Am I a dog? 
It would raiſe the pride of their hearts, not their fear 
and trembling. And all this is a proof, that they know 
not the corruption of their own nature, (2.) Unten- 


derneſs towards them that fall. Many in this caſt off all 


# 


bowels of compaſſion: a plain proof that they do not 
know or configer themſelves, left they alſo be tempted. 
Grace indeed does make men zealous againft fin in 
others, as well as in themſelves. But eyes turned in- 
ward to the corruption of nature, clothe them with 
pity and compaſſion, and fill them with AO 

Yn that 
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that they were not the perſons left- to be ſuch ſpectacles 
of human frailty. (3.) Men's venturing ſo boldly on 
temptation, in confidence of their coming off fairly. 
Were they ſenſible of the corruption of their nature, 
they would beware of entering on the devil's ground: 
as one girt about with bags of gun- powder, would be 
loth to walk where ſparks of fire were flying. | 
2, I ſhall mention a few things, in which ye ſhould | 
have a ſpecial eye to the fin of your nature. (1.) In 
| your Application to Chriſt, When you are with the 
1 Nee O forget not this diſeaſe. They never yet 
5 new their errand to Chriſt, who went not to him for 
= the fin of their nature; for his Blood to take away the 
1 guilt, and his Spirit to break the power of it. "Tho? 
. pe ſhould lay before him a catalogue of fins, which 
f might reach from earth to heaven, yet if you omit this, 
you have forgotten the beſt part of the errand a poor ſin- 
ner has to the Phyſician of Souls. (2.) Have a ſpecial 
| eye to it in your repentance. If you would repent in- 
is deed, let the ſtreams lead you up to the Fountain, and 
| mourn over your corrupt nature, as the cauſe of all fin, 
in heart, word, and work. Apainſt thee, thee only 
have I ſinned, and done this evil in thy fight. Behold® 
J was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother 
conceive me.” (3.) Have a ſpecial eye to it in your 
4 mortification, ** Crucify- the fleſh with its affections 
b and deſires.” It is the root of bitterneſs which mult be 
fſtruck at, elſe we labour in vain. In vain do we go 
"4 about to purge the ſtreams, if we are at no pains about 
= the muddy fountain. (4.) Ye are to eye this in your 
1 daily walk, He that would walk uprightly, mult. 
| have one eye upward to Jeſus Chriſt, another inward to 
| the corruption of his own nature. | 
III. I ſhall offer ſome Reaſons, why we ſhould eſpe- 
| cially obſerve the ſin of our nature. 
| 
? 
g 


. 2 4 
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I, Becauſe of all fins it is the moſt extenſive and dif- 
fuſive. It goes through the whole man, and ſpoils all. 
Other ſins mar particular parts of the image of God; 
but this defaces the whole. It is the poiſon of the old 
ſerpent caſt into the fountain, and ſo infects every 
action, every breath of the ſoul. 


2. It is the cauſe of all particular fins, both in our 


hearts and lives. Out of the heart of man progres 
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evil thoughts, adulteries, and all other abomi nations.“ 
It is the bitter fountain; and particular luſts are but 
rivulets running from it, which bring forth into the 


life a part only, not the whole of what is within. 


2. It is virtually all ſins; for it is the ſeed of all, 
which want but the occaſion to ſet up their heads. 
Hence it is called a body of death, as conſiſting of the 
ſeveral members which conſtitute that body of ſins, Col. 
it. 11. whoſe life lies in ſpiritual death, It is the 
curfed ground, fit to bring forth all manner of noxious 
weeds, Look into thy nature, that thou mayeſt ſee 
all and every fin in the root thereof. There is a ful- 
neſs of all unrighteouſneſs there : atheiſm, 1dolatry, 
adultery, murder, Perhaps none of theſe appear to 
thee in thy heart: but there is more in that unfathom- 
able depth of wickedneſs than thou knoweſt. 

4. The fin of our nature 1s of all fins the moſt fixt 
and abiding. Sinful actions are tranſient, though the 
guilt and ftain of them may remain. But the corrup- 
tion of nature paſſes not away. It remains in its full 
power, by night and by day, at all times, till nature is 
Changed by converting grace. Le es 

You may obſerve three things in the corrupt heart. 


(.) There is the corrupt nature, the evil bent of the 


heart, whereby men are unapt for all good, and fitted 
for all evil. (z.) There are particular luſts or diſpoſi- 
tions of that corrupt. nature, ſuch as pride, paſſion, 
covetouſneſs. (3.) There is one of theſe ſtronger than 
all the reſt, The fin which doth fo eaſily beſet us. So 
that the river divides into many ſtreams, whereof one is 
greater than the reſt, The corruption of nature is the 
river-head, which has many particular luſts wherein it 
runs, but it mainly difburdens itſelf into that which we 
call predeminant ſin. But as in ſome rivers the main 
ſtreams run not always in the ſame channel, ſo the be- 
ſetting ſin may change, as luſt in youth may be ſucceed- 
ed by covetouſneſs in old age. Now what does it 
_ avail, to reform in other things, while the reigning fin - 
"retains its full power? What if a particular fin be gone? 
If the fin of our nature keep the throne, it will ſet up 
another in its ſtlead: as when a water-courſe is ſtopt in 
one place, it will break forth in another. Thus * 
1113 
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I zefif: dero you, here, no peace with,God, no pan 

don, no heaven for you in this ſtate. There % but a 
8 WM» nb, Bak % „ r IE os 

#ep betwixt you and eternal deſtruckion from the pre- 


Kröction, to be for ever buried out of God's fight. For 


ſence of the Lord. If the brittle thread of life, which, 
may be broke with a touch, in a moment, or ever vou 


you dre aeare, de broken while you are in this tar, you 


are ruined for ever, and without remedy. But cone ye. 
_ a5 yours.” Cenfeſi your fin: and he will both forgive 
1 from. all unrighteeuſueſs. .. 
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